
WASA LAKE LAND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
Box 133, Wasa, B.C.  VOB 2K0

Minutes of the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 17, 2008 – 7:00 PM

WASA COMMUNITY HALL

In attendance: 20 – 8 Wasa residents, 2 Kimberley seasonal residents, and 6 Calgary seasonal residents, 3 board 
members and 1 secretary.

Hand outs available: meeting agenda, 2007 AGM minutes, Financial Audit statements,

Recorder: Kathy Miles-Boue, Secretary of the WLLID

1. Call to order by Chairperson, Susanne Ashmore (7:01 PM) Attending board members introduced.

2. Minutes of AGM 2007 (7:03 – 7: 10)
Kathy read the minutes of the last AGM, held on February 18, 200.  Minutes adopted as read by Jack 
McPhee.  Seconded by Ron Gall.

3. Financial Report (7:10 – 7:25)
Jim Croisdale, WLLID Treasurer explained the reports done by him and the auditors.  There is currently just 
over $5,000 due in outstanding taxes, some due over three years.  There was a one time only expense of 
$1300 paid out to the BCLSS (B.C. Lake Stewardship Society) for the 2007 conference.  The secretary’s 
wages were increased during the year.  Insurance costs did increase.    There were some travel expenses as 
three conferences/courses were attended over the year. Rest of the costs (postage, office rental, etc) will 
remain the same.  Jim recommends that more funds, amount to be determined, be placed in a term deposit. 

A question was asked about overdue taxes and everyone was advised that after being in arrears for three 
years, the tax roll information on these parcels is forwarded to Victoria.   A registered letter is sent from 
Victoria that advises the land owner they are in arrears and the parcel can be sold for back-taxes owed.  Past 
experience indicates that once this letter is received, the outstanding tax amounts are paid very quickly.  Fred 
Achenbach motioned the financial statements be adopted as read, this was seconded by Karl Guggisberg.

4. Reports   (7:25 – 7:45)

A.         Lake Levels 2007
Susanne introduced Pete Pelletier who recorded the statistics for this data.  This past year 
we experienced an exceptionally high level of water.  The river went up to 30 feet and stayed 
there for 6 days.  The lake came up 24.5 feet, but this was not unusual.  Ron Gall asked 
what the flood plain level is at and was advised by Pete that is it 25.31 in some areas and 
25.33 in others.

There were a couple of areas that experienced wash-outs.  The water came up quickly and 
caused approximately $10,000 in damage by the gate at the Thunderhoof Ranch but the 
RDEK is looking into fixing it, as it is now their responsibility.  Someone purposely damaged 
the gate at Cameron Pond, causing water to feed back into the pond, rather than draining 
into the slough.  (They had placed a tire in the gate, blocking it open).  This problem was 
resolved and the gate will be checked more frequently in the future.  Thank you for your hard 
work over the past year, Pete.

B.        Cottage Association Overview
Susanne introduced Greg Hladun from the Cottage Owner’s Association.  Greg advised that 
there are now over 200 homes in Wasa for residents that are seasonal.  The cottage 
association now has over 40 members and continues to grow.  This past summer, the 
Association was involved in the pancake breakfasts and they were responsible for the Great 
Canadian Shoreline clean-up done on Thanksgiving weekend, cleaning garbage from along 
the shores of our lake.  Members want to take more of an active role in the community, and 
look forward to more events and activities that they can assist with.  Jack McPhee told Greg 
that the community appreciates the efforts and interest of the Cottage Association and 
thanked Greg for his efforts to integrate the seasonal residents into the community.  Bev 
Rauch advised Greg that the Pancake Breakfast Committee also appreciates the Cottage 
Association and their work.
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John Smith asked how many community members are seasonal.  Kathy advised that over 
385 tax notices go out each year, and of that amount, 70% go out to non-Wasa addresses.  



Susanne explained that this affects the community, as volunteers for events are limited, so 
the Cottage Association could prove to be a big asset to the community. 

C. WLLID Overview for the year
Susanne reviewed that the WLLID has financially approved a website that will not only list 
WLLID information, but will allow other community groups, events and activities to be posted 
for everyone to access.  One of the other big projects the WLLID would like to undertake is a 
SHIM (Sensitive Habitat Inventory Mapping) map of Wasa Lake and Cameron Pond, and we 
hope to move forward with this within the next two years, with grants and other provincial 
and federal funding that may be available.  A SHIM can be overlaid with information on 
septic system locations, flood plain areas, or other essential information that is critical when 
decisions are being made on future development.  Susanne did contact the RDEK to see if 
funding was available for a study to see how development and the addition of more wells 
and septic systems will affect our aquifer.  No funds were available but they like the idea and 
suggested trying again in future to see if funds can be made available for such a study.

The WLLID is trying to get government funding to continue the lake testing programs.  The 
government currently provides funding for only 3 years of tests.  Testing consistently 
throughout the year once the ice is off the lake allows us to record information and determine 
when a problem may have occurred, if one does occur.  Interior Health only tests for fecal 
coliform bacteria, but the tests we have done in the past are for lake clarity, depth, 
temperature, and most importantly, phosphate levels and alkali levels.  Each test costs $200 
and 6 tests are usually done.  A question was asked about the quality of water in Wasa and it 
was explained that Wasa Lake is fortunate that it flushes out every year, where some lakes 
only flush out every 3 to 5 years.  It was also asked what would be done if any of the 
samples indicated a problem.  Susanne advised that the WLLID would contact the experts to 
determine if the lab result was a false result or if the test result was indicative of a trend.     

5. Pine Beetle Presentation (7:45 – 8:45)
At this time, Susanne introduced our guest speaker, Mr. Don Fowler, who spoke on the mountain 
pine beetle.  After thanking Judy and Jack McPhee for their hospitality, and Marite and Alan Askey for 
the invitation to attend, Don said the area around Wasa is fairly untouched by the pine beetle.  He 
did have an infested bark sample for everyone to view that he had found on a walk around the lake.  

Beetle infestations are so bad in some areas that some forests (the interior for example) no longer 
exist.  This is serious because trees provide shade, protection from the wind, erosion control, are a 
snow catchment, absorb carbon dioxide and help keep property values up.  Once the pine beetle has 
cleared an area of forest, regrowth of that forest takes up to 100 years.  If logging clears an area, 
laws are in place so replanting has to be done.  The North American problem of the pine beetles is 
the largest insect infestation the world has ever seen.  

Some preventative measures can be taken.  There are pest control treatments available as well as 
Verbenone pouches that can be placed in trees to prevent initial infestations.  Don had some 
pouches available and draws were made at the end of the evening for them.  Once the trees have 
been infected, the only thing to do is to cut the tree down, as dead trees are a major hazard.  Winter 
time is the best time to do this, as the beetles are dormant and won’t spread to other, healthy trees.  
Don recommends land owners monitor their trees closely and keep them healthy.  The tree will do a 
pitch-out trying to force the beetles out, but that is not usually successful, at which time, the tree will 
turn red, which means its too late to be saved.  Don presented a very informative power point 
presentation and he will forward this to the WLLID for their files.  Thank you, Don, for a great talk!

6.       Comments and Questions from the Floor  (7:47 – 8:55)
Comments were made that Mr. Fowler’s presentation on the pine beetle was great, it was very 
interesting and made people very glad that they had attended the AGM.  At this time, it was realized 
that there were two positions on the board to be renewed.  As no one expressed an interest in being 
on the board, the two members graciously allowed their names to stand so were elected by 
acclimation.  The two board members were Susanne Ashmore and Marite Askey.  Thank you both.

7.        Adjournment
Jim Croisdale moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion seconded by Fred Achenbach.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:55 PM.  Thank you to all who attended.


