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WATER WATCH 

A week ago, everyone was pretty confident that the cool spring weather was melting the snowpack (recorded at 

113% of normal on April 1st) at a nice even rate and that the likelihood of high water this year was slim. However, 

last weekend’s rainstorm was a big game changer. 

 

Since then the Kootenay River rose 2.5 metres, peaking the night of June 1st and has dropped 2.25 metres to 

769.34 masl (metres above sea level). As of today, June 6, the lake level, which follows the rise and fall of the river 

with a few days lag, is still rising. The level is currently at 768.48 masl, an increase of 1.4 metres since the storm, 

1.3 metres higher than it was one year ago today. 

 

Although the situation is far from dire at this moment, the weather forecast is concerning because rain is predicted 

almost daily for the next week, not to mention that the spring run-off is still to come. Flooding of lakeside homes 

could occur so residents must be prepared. The Regional District of East Kootenay (RDEK) has provided a self-fill 

sandbag station at the Wasa Community Hall and has distributed information packages to about 30 homes 

susceptible to flooding. The info package includes the household preparedness guide, emergency plan guide, and 

RDEK Flood Preparedness flyer, all available for download under EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS on our homepage at 

www.wasalake.ca 

 

Our thanks to trustee Nowell Berg, who monitors the lake and river levels daily and reports the figures. He has 

provided this chart illustrating the relationship between the Kootenay River and Wasa Lake, comparing 2020 and 

2019. Go to our website www.wasalake.ca  for flood-preparedness information and the RDEK website 

www.rdek.bc.ca to sign up for evacuation notices, news alerts, and other emergency information. PreparedBC also 

has everything you need to know. 

 

If you need help sandbagging or for anything else, contact us. 

 

Stay safe...and dry! 

 

TRUSTEES 
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If you have comments or questions, please notify the secretary at admin@wasalake.ca 
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